Romantic Stays in Italy Highlight Lamborghini-Chicago Silent Auction in Benefit of Children’s Memorial Hospital

Westmont, Illinois (March 28, 2007) – Capri, Sicily and, of course, Tuscany: Italy is a land of romance and these areas, in particular, lie in the American mind as places of special beauty and mystique. 

Now seven-day, six-night stays at three of the finest resorts in Italy can be yours for the high bid in a silent auction being held as part of the grand opening celebration Friday April 6 at Lamborghini-Chicago’s new Westmont showroom and headquarters. Children’s Memorial Hospital will be the beneficiary of fund raising activities during the celebration at 209 E. Ogden, Avenue. The celebration starts at 6 p.m. and the auction will run from 6 to 8:30 p.m.

The accommodations, each stay valued at about $4,500, are being donated by Hotel Caesar Augustus in Capri, L'Andana in Tuscany and Kempinski Hotel Giardino di Costanza in Sicily.

The auction will also include a laptop computer in a Lamborghini bag, donated by Lamborghini and valued at $3,000; a couture design fur coat from Hana K, Hinsdale, Glencoe and Lake Froest ($4,300); a David Yurman South Sea Pearl Collection Double South Sea Pearl necklace from Razny Jewelers, Highland Park and Addison ($2,350); a $2,000 gift certificate towards private air charter service of $10,000 of more, from Questar Jets, Chicago; a $2,000 gift certificate towards the purchase of an $8.000 Pioneer Elite Pro-Fana Plasma TV, from Wired on Bank Lane, Lake Forest; a $1,000 gift certificate from L Brandy’s Inc. Clarendon Hills; $500 towards a commissioned sculpture by Ron Starr; His and Hers Spa Robes from Frette, Chicago ($440).

Hotel Caesar Augustus boasts the “most breathtaking view in the whole world.” On a cliff 1000 feet above the sea, the luxury hotel offers views over the entire bay of Naples, bird’s eye vistas that include the breathtaking scenery of Mount Vewuvius, Sorrento, Ischia, and unique bviews of the island of Capri, celebrated in art for centuries. The hotel’s site has been part of Capri’s mythical lore since the time of ancient Rome. Traces of the hotel’s beginnings point to the ninth century, but they are obscured in darkness until the 1850s when the legend begins to leave footprints. Called the “Villa Bitter,” pictures from that time show the sumptuous private residence of a wealthy German. Several decades later, the residence was a resting spot for explorers walking the famous 1000 step stone Phoenician Stairway. In the early 1900s, Russian Prince Emmanuel Bullak bought the estate, transforming it into a worthy royal manor. Among other things, he commissioned the life-sized statue of Caesar Augustus that still graces the grounds. In the late 1930s, Prince Bullak sold his villa to the Signorini family of Naples which, by the end of World War II, had transformed it into a hotel. The third generation of the family continues to showcase this remarkable jewel.

L’Andana crystallizes its proprietors’ passion for Italy; they made their Tuscan dream come real in 2004 by opening a new inn with Mediterranean accents. L’Andana has taken shape in the vast Tenuta La Badiola, located in the heart of the Maremma region between Rome and Florence. It is set in an untouched, wild landscape filled with all of the aromas of the Mediterranean maquis. The name, Andana, is related to its entrance avenue, an everlasting line of cypresses and pine trees on both sides of the path. Formerly the Duke of Tuscany’s hunting lodge, L’Andana is a refined guest house in the silence and peace so specific to country palazzi. The stately Villa and Fattoria are situated at the foot of green hills covered in olive orchards. All the rooms have been tastefully decorated in different styles and offer visitors the ultimate in refinement and comfort, as well as a magnificent view of the Tuscan countryside. In the gardens, a sturdy barn houses a restaurant that epitomizes the gastronomic tradition intrinsic is the Maremma region. It draws on the purity and balance of local ingredients: the fruit, vegetables and aromatic herbs, as well as olive oil and wines grown and bottled on the estate itself. At the same time, L’Andana offers the finest in exercise facilities, from two pools to a beautiful golf course.

The Kempinski Hotel Giardino di Costanza Sicily offers high standards of service in a picturesque environment of vineyards and olive groves, ideal for relaxation and rejuvenation. Reflecting an original and ancient side of Sicility, this refined resort lies just over one hour from Palermo in a lush valley. The experience combines ultimate relaxation with its pools and beach club, one of a kind Daniela Steiner spa, children’s program and wealth of excursions to discover countless treasures and traditions dating back over 2000 years. Located in Mazara del Vallo, on the western side of Sicily on the most southern border of Europe, the hotel offers both modern amenities and the opportunity to be part of Sicily’s unique blend of ancient history and cultures, be it the Phoenician Island of Mothia or the Greek temples of Segesta and Selinunte. All speak of the central role Sicily played in the past in the Mediterranean.

Guests at the grand opening will be asked to donate $35 each at the door, checks payable to Children’s Memorial. Inside, in addition to exploring the striking 20,000-square-foot building, guests will be treated to an array of foods from some of Chicago’s finest Italian restaurants, an orchestra, fine Italian wines and a martini bar. There will also be a spectacular fashion show with couture outerwear fashions from Hana K, Glencoe, and the hip wardrobes from Ultimo, Chicago, and Dalaj, Highland Park.

The new building features a 40-foot-tall black granite entry tower and a 30-foot-high glass front wall, the tallest segmented curtain wall glass building frontage in the Chicago area, according to contractor Kris Kelly. First floor showroom ceilings range in height from 20 to 35 feet, and a 7,000 square-foot mezzanine showroom for 25 to 30 Lamborghini’s and high-end used cars, including Ferraris, Maseratis, Bentleys and Porsches, sits on top of the dealership’s offices and service area. The showrooms feature slate floors and a range of tiles and textured finishes. The building also features a café area, serving cappuccino, and a boutique selling Lamborghini accessories.

It was designed by architect Paul Grimes of Michelson and Grimes, based in Cary, built by Kelcon Builders, of Westmont. The interior designer is Ideation Studios in Chicago. Lamborghini-Chicago’s old building in West Chicago will continue as a sales location for Lamborghinis and Lotus.

